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UTAH’S OIL AND GAS BOOM CONTINUES 
 

 
The year 2006 set another record for the number of oil and gas wells 

permitted in Utah.  The Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining issued permits for 
2,062 wells, a 27 percent increase from the previous record set in 2005. 

 
“There’s no doubt that operator interest in drilling remains high,” said Gil 

Hunt, associate director for oil and gas. “Despite reduced prices for a barrel of oil 
the demands on staff for processing permits remains high and I don’t see an 
immediate end to that.” 

 
Uintah County was responsible for the greatest number of permits issued at 

1,364 followed by Duchesne County with 447 and Carbon County with 136.  The 
balance of the permits covered San Juan, Sanpete, Sevier, Grand, Emery and 
Summit counties. 

 
Oil production in 2005 was the highest since 1998 with more than 

16.5 million barrels of oil produced.  The division forecasts oil production in 2006 
to reach 18 million barrels. 

 
Natural gas production figures are also increasing.  In 2005, more than 313 

billion cubic feet of gas was produced, the largest amount since 1994.  For 2006, 
natural gas production is forecasted at 350 billion feet of gas, an anticipated all-time 
record high in Utah. 

 
The production sales value of the crude oil and natural gas produced in Utah 

in 2006 is expected to reach $2.8 billion, an increase of 46% since 2004. 
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